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A. MEMBERSHIP/REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
QUALIFYING AND CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Rider: 

 Must have a USDF Participating* Membership (PM) at 
the time qualifying scores are earned and at the time 
of the championships. 

 Must have a USEF membership (Junior Active, Senior 
Active, or Life) at the time the qualifying scores are 
earned and at the time of the championships. 

Horse: 

 Must have a USDF Lifetime Horse Registration (LHR) 
at the time qualifying scores are earned and at the 
time of the championships. 

 Must have a USEF (Annual or Lifetime) Membership 
recorded at the time qualifying scores are earned and 
at the time of the championships. 

 USDF horse registration and USEF horse recording 
must be in the name(s) of the current owner(s) or 
lessee(s) of record. 

 A horse is not required to have breed registry papers. 
Owner: 

 Must have a USDF membership (PM* or Business 
Member (BM)) at the time the qualifying scores are 
earned and at the time of the championships. 

 Must have a USEF membership (Junior Active, Senior 
Active, or Life) at the time qualifying scores are 
earned and at the time of the championships. 

* PMs are USDF members who join USDF directly. USDF 
Group Members (GM) are ineligible. 

B. QUALIFYING CLASS AND CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY 
1. Having won a USEF/USDF Regional Championships 

three times (in any region over their lifetime), a 
horse/rider combination may no longer compete in 
USEF/USDF Regional Championship competition at 
that or a lower level (Grand Prix excepted), if they 
received the minimum qualifying score or higher for 
that division and level in the championship test per 
USEF DR127.5. 

2. A horse may not be entered in more than one 
USEF/USDF Regional Championship at a particular 
level in the same calendar year. 

3. USDF will presume qualified horse/rider combinations 
will compete in the region in which the rider resides 
as determined by the address associated with the 
rider’s membership information on file as of July 1. 
Riders are NOT required to be a resident of the region 
to compete in that region’s championship. Riders, 
who wish to compete at Regional Championships in a 
region other than their region of residence, must 
submit a Change of Region Form. This form may be 
submitted at no cost if done prior to July 1. Change of 
Region Forms may be accepted from July 2 up to 
August 1, with a late fee of $100; from August 2, up 
to the closing date of the championship region the 
rider is declaring for, with a late fee of $300. No 

changes of region may be made after the closing 
date of the region in which a rider wishes to enter, 
for any reason. In addition, all persons living outside 
of the United States must declare a region by the 
deadline of July 1 of the current competition year. 

4. A rider may not compete in more than one Regional 
Championship competition in the same calendar year. 

5. In the event a competitor is unable to produce copies 
of the USDF membership or lifetime horse 
registration documents required to enter a qualifying 
class, a USDF membership/registration affidavit with 
appropriate fee may be completed and filed with the 
competition secretary. The affidavit and appropriate 
fee must be submitted to USDF by the competition 
secretary. Copies of the required memberships and 
registrations MUST be included with the 
championship entry. Affidavits will not be accepted 
for USEF or USDF membership or horse recording 
verification purposes for entry in championship 
classes. 

6. USDF Dressage Seat Medal Semi-Finals: All junior riders 
through age 18 who have qualified at any level for 
the Regional Championships (excluding freestyle) are 
automatically eligible to compete in the Semi-Final 
classes of the USEF/ USDF Dressage Seat Medal 
Program. Additionally, any rider that earns a score of 
70% or higher, from an eligible class, during the DSM 
qualifying period from August 1 through July 30 will 
be qualified to participate in the USDF Dressage Seat 
Medal Semi-Finals. One Semi-Final class will be 
offered for juniors, ages 13 and under, and a second 
Semi-Final class for riders 14 through 18 at each 
Great American/USDF Regional Championship. A 
regional champion and reserve champion for each 
age group will be named in each USDF region. For 
more details on this program and the Semi-Finals, see 
the USEF Rule Book, DR133 or visit the dressage page 
of the USEF website. 

7. Horses must be entered in qualifying and championship 
classes under their official recorded names and 
ownership as specified in USEF GR1102.3, and 
transfers of ownership or lease registrations must be 
completed in compliance with USEF rules GR1105 and 
GR1108 prior to the competition in order for the 
horse to compete under the name of the new owner 
or lessee. (USEF DR127.2) 

E. CHAMPIONSHIP RULES 
1. All Regional Championship competitions are considered 

Level 4. Please refer to USEF Dressage Level 
Requirements for specifics. 

2. Each entry must designate the division being entered 
(open, adult amateur or junior/young rider) and must 
meet minimum percentage requirements for the 
championship division entered. 

3. Cross entering open and junior/young rider divisions or 
open and adult amateur divisions for a horse/rider 
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combination is permitted at adjacent levels. It is not 
permitted at the same level. Exception: freestyle or 
equivalent FEI Junior or FEI Young Rider levels. 

4. If a rider intends to enter a Regional Championship as 
an adult amateur, the rider must be an adult by the 
current USEF definition (DR 119.3) and a current 
amateur by the USEF definition. (USEF GR1306, 1307) 

5. If a rider intends to enter a championship as a 
junior/young rider, the rider must be a junior/young 
rider by the current USEF definition and her/his birth 
date must be on file with USDF by July 1 of the 
championship year. 

6. Photocopies of USDF/USEF membership cards and 
horse recording and registration certificates must 
accompany championship entry (USDF PM for rider, 
USDF PM or BM for owner, etc.). 

7. Whips may not be carried in championship tests 
(Exception: Competitors riding sidesaddle may carry a 
whip no longer than 47.2 inches (120 cm), including 
lash, in USEF/USDF Championships.) An adjustable-
length whip may not be carried by a mounted rider. 

8. All championship tests must be ridden from memory. 
(USEF DR122.1) 

9. The gate at “A” must be closed for every USEF/USDF 
championship ride. (USEF DR126.1.f.5) 

10. At no time during a USEF/USDF Regional 
Championship competition may any horse entered in 
that championship competition be ridden by anyone 
other than the rider entered in the championship 
competition on that horse (exception: grooms riding 
on loose rein). Further, any horse entered in a 
championship competition, even entered at two 
levels, must be ridden by the same rider throughout 
competition. (USEF DR127.6)  (NOTE: This applies 
throughout the entire competition, even after a horse 
has completed its championship classes.) 

11. In the event of a tie (equality of total points) for 
champion and/or reserve champion in USEF/USDF 
championship classes, the collective marks will 
determine first, second, and/or third or all three 
places; (i.e. when a tie for first place is broken by 
collective marks, tied competitors will receive first 
and second places, etc.).  If collective marks are 
equal, the tie will remain unbroken (i.e. two first 
places will be awarded next third place, etc.). For ties 
in freestyle classes refer to USEF DR129.5 which 
states the highest score shall be declared the winner 
of the class.  In the case of a tie, the higher artistic 
score shall determine the winner. Ties (equality of 
total points) after second place will be broken by 
collective marks. Ties (equality of total points and 
collective marks or artistic scores) occurring in third 
through eight places will remain unbroken. In the 
case of a tie (equality of total points and collective 
marks or artistic scores) for champion, prize money 
designated for champion and reserve champion will 

be combined and divided equally between the two 
competitors. 

12. Hors de Concours entries are not permitted in 
USEF/USDF championship classes. (USEF DR119.5) 

13. In a USEF/USDF championship class, the horse/rider 
combination must obtain the necessary minimum 
percentage score to be named champion or reserve 
champion. (USEF DR123.6) If the highest placed 
horse/rider combination receives less than the 
minimum percentage, no Championship awards or 
prize money will be issued, however an awards 
ceremony will be held for the entire class. In lieu of a 
champion and/or reserve neck sash, a first and/or 
second place ribbon will be awarded.  

14. In USEF/USDF championship classes, a steward must 
be appointed to check the saddlery, bits and spurs, 
on both sides of each horse immediately after it has 
completed its test and has left the arena. Any 
discrepancy to the saddlery rules will result in 
immediate elimination. (USEF DR126.1.i.6) 

15. A Registered (R) Dressage Technical Delegate (TD), 
who is a current Participating Member of USDF, is 
required to officiate at USEF/USDF championships. 
TDs for competitions offering qualifying and/or 
championship classes must investigate incidents of 
non-compliance and report violations to USEF. “R” 
Dressage TDs hired to officiate Regional 
Championship classes must be selected from outside 
the region. This applies only to the primary 
competition TD, who is the person responsible for 
filing the TD report for the competition with USEF. 
(See Section H.3. c, and USEF GR1018.3 and DR127.3) 

16. Entries in USEF/USDF dressage championship classes 
are limited to competitors who have met the 
qualifications, membership, horse recording and 
registration requirements, and deadlines outlined in 
USEF DR127 and published by USDF. Competitors 
who are properly qualified, whose completed entries 
are received by the closing date for a particular 
Regional Championship, and who have complied with 
all championship rules may not be denied entry into 
the Regional Championship classes for which they 
have qualified. Only one class per division and/or 
level may be held to determine USEF/USDF regional 
champions. (USEF DR127.7) 

17. USEF/USDF championships classes may not be split. 
(USEF DR126.1a.4) 

18. Championship classes for juniors and young riders 
and Dressage Seat Medal Semi-Finals classes must 
only be held on weekends, including Friday. Juniors 
and young riders’ entries (horse/rider combinations) 
are limited to entry in only two championship classes, 
excluding freestyle. 

19. Except for freestyles, championship classes at 
consecutive levels, for the same division, may not be 
held on the same day. 
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USDF Membership Benefits: USDF is dedicated to education, the recognition of achievement, and promotion of dressage. For details 
on member benefits, including educational programs, awards, and other opportunities, refer to the USDF Member Guide or the USDF 
website at www.usdf.org. 
 
 

Membership Requirements for USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized Competitions: Owners and riders, including foreign riders and 
owners who are not residents of the US, wishing to participate in a USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized competition as a rider or 
owner/lessee, must have either a USDF Group Membership (GM), Participating Membership (PM), or have a USDF Non-Member (NM) identification number and pay 
the USDF Non-Member (NM) fee. (Note: USDF Business Members can own horses but cannot compete as riders with their USDF Business Membership.)  
Individuals cannot compete at a USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized competition with a USDF Education Membership. 
 

Horses competing at USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized competitions must have either a USDF Horse Identification (HID) number or a USDF Lifetime Horse 
Registration (LHR). Proper credentials or verification certificates must be presented to the competition secretary. 
 

Riders and owners wishing to participate in a USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized competition, and not able to present the competition secretary with verification of a 
USDF membership or NM identification, and USDF LHR or USDF HID, must complete a USDF Competition Affidavit Form and pay the $5 affidavit filing fee. A copy 
of a completed affidavit form from another competition may also be used for verification purposes for up to 60 days. (Exception: Affidavits cannot be used at Great 
American Insurance Group/USDF Regional Dressage Championships.) 
Exceptions: 

 Horses competing only in Individual Breed Classes (IBCs) at DSHB competitions, sires and dams of horses in DSHB group classes, where those sires or 
dams are not actually competing in the same competition, horses competing only in breed restricted dressage or DSHB classes at Regular Competitions 
(e.g. all Arabian, all Friesian, or all Morgan classes), or in USDF Introductory Level tests, pas de deux or quadrille, are exempt from this requirement. Also 
exempt are horses ridden in leadline, exhibitions, games and races, classes for 4-H members, walk-trot, academy and opportunity classes.  

 Riders and owners/lessees competing only in classes which are exempt from the USDF HID requirements are also exempt from the USDF NM 
identification number and NM fee requirements. Also exempt are handlers of horses competing in DSHB In-Hand or Group classes. 

 

 

Memberships Defined 
Participating Membership (PM): A membership issued to an individual directly by USDF. The membership year is December 1 through November 30. PMs are 
available for 1-year ($75), 5-years ($300), or life ($1,500). A USDF Youth Participating Membership (YPM) is available for individuals who have not reached their 21st 
birthday by December 1 of the current membership year ($60). A PM allows the member to compete at USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized competitions and to 
participate as a rider and/or owner/lessee for all Adequan®/USDF Year-End Awards, Great American Insurance Group/USDF Breeders Championship Series Finals 
and the Great American Insurance Group/USDF Regional Dressage Championship program. 
Group Membership (GM): A membership issued to an individual by USDF when the member name and dues are submitted to USDF through an affiliate Group 
Member Organization (GMO). The GM year begins December 1 and ends November 30. A GM allows the member to compete at USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized 
competitions and participate in the USDF Rider Awards program. 
Business Membership (BM): A membership that runs December 1 through November 30 and is issued to a business or organization directly by USDF. The USDF 
BM ($200) offers a wider variety of advertising benefits. BMs satisfy requirements of horse ownership only. 
Education Membership (EM): A membership issued to an individual directly by USDF.  This online education only membership expires 12 months after the date 
joined.  This membership type does NOT allow an individual to compete at a USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized competition. 
Non-Member (NM) Identification Number: For each USDF NM owner/lessee and USDF NM rider there will be a USDF NM fee of $25 per competition that must be 
collected by the show secretary and submitted to USDF, along with the USDF Report of Fees document and the $5 affidavit fee and Competition Affidavit Form if the 
person cannot provide a copy of their USDF NM card. Owners/lessees or riders exempt from the NM number requirements are also exempt from paying the USDF 
NM fee. If there are multiple owners of a horse and all are NMs, only one of the owners must pay the NM fee.  If the horse has at least one owner who is a current 
USDF PM, GM, or BM there is no NM fee assessed.  Competition management will be invoiced for all applicable USDF NM fees not received with the USDF post 
competition paperwork, along with a report listing all USDF NMs.  Competition management is then required to submit the NM fees within 30 days to the USDF.  An 
individual with a USDF NM identification number is not eligible for any USDF membership benefits. Once a USDF NM number has been assigned, a USDF NM card 
can be obtained from the USDF website. 
Horse Identification (HID) Number: A one-time tracking number for horses ($25). Scores earned by a horse with an HID number will be recorded, but will NOT be 
counted towards Adequan®/USDF Year-End Awards. A horse with an HID number is not eligible to compete in Great American Insurance Group/USDF Regional 
qualifying or championship classes or Great American Insurance Group/USDF Breeders Championship Series Finals. An HID number can be upgraded to a Lifetime 
Horse Registration (LHR) for a fee of $70. If a horse has a USDF LHR it does not need an HID number. An HID number is a one-time fee that does not need to be 
renewed. 
Lifetime Horse Registration (LHR): A horse with an LHR ($95) is eligible for Adequan®/USDF Year-End Awards, and eligible to compete at Great American 
Insurance Group/USDF Breeders Championship Series Finals and Great American Insurance Group/USDF Regional qualifying and championship classes, assuming 
requirements for the owner and rider are met. If a horse has an LHR it does not need an HID number. An LHR does not need to be renewed. 
 

How to Join USDF 
Applications for USDF Participating Membership (PM), Business Membership (BM), Horse Identification (HID) number, and Lifetime Horse Registration (LHR) may 
be found in the following locations: 

 On the USDF website: www.usdf.org. You can submit the application online or download the form and fax or mail it to the USDF office. 

 In the show office at USEF-licensed/USDF-recognized competitions classified by USEF as Dressage Competitions, and Regular Competitions which are 
open to all breeds. 

 By calling or writing the USDF office at (859) 971-2277, 4051 Iron Works Parkway, Lexington, KY 40511 
 
The effective date of membership is the date the form and correct fees are received in the USDF office or, if applying at a competition, the date accepted by the 
competition secretary, provided the application is signed and dated by the competition secretary, member, and/or horse owner on that same day.   
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2016 USDF/Dover Saddlery Adult Amateur Medal Program 
 
The USDF/Dover Saddlery Adult Amateur Medal Program is designed to specifically 

recognize and encourage adult amateurs riding at Second Level. 
Awards 
1. USDF/Dover Saddlery Medal Recipient 
The eligible rider with the highest score of 60 percent or better in the designated 
Second Level Test Three class or applicable test of choice USDF/Dover Saddlery 
Adult Amateur Medal class at a participating competition will receive a handcrafted 
USDF/Dover Saddlery pewter medal and neck ribbon.  Winners will receive a $20 
Dover Saddlery gift certificate for the first three USDF/Dover Saddlery Medals they 
win during the competition season. 

2. USDF/Dover Saddlery National Merit Award 
A USDF/Dover Saddlery National Merit Award will be awarded to riders winning 
three USDF/Dover Saddlery Medals in the same competition year.  

3. Year-End Awards  
The USDF/Dover Saddlery Medal National Champion and Reserve Champion are 
determined from the average of the top three winning ride scores during the 
competition year.  The champion receives a $1000 Dover Saddlery gift certificate and 
the reserve champion receives a $500 Dover Saddlery gift certificate. 

 
Rider Eligibility 
1. Rider must have a current USDF Participating or Group Membership and be a 

member in good standing of USDF when the scores are earned. 
2.   Rider must be an adult amateur in accordance with Article GR1306 of the USEF  

rules and be designated with USEF as an adult amateur at the time the scores are 
earned. 

 
Owner & Horse Eligibility 
1.  Horse and owner must meet minimum competition eligibility requirements at the 

time scores are earned. 
 
Additional Information 
For additional information and an updated list of competitions offering the USDF/Dover 
Saddlery Adult Amateur Medal Program, please visit 
http://www.usdf.org/awards/performance/adultmedalprogram.asp.  
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2017 Great American Insurance Group/USDF Regional Dressage 
Championships 

 
A single Regional Dressage Championship program organized by the United States Dressage Federation (USDF), 
and recognized by the United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. (USEF), will be held in each of the nine USDF 
regions.  In addition, Alaska and Hawaii may each hold state championships if an official request from a Group   
Member Organization (GMO) is received by April 1 of the prior year.    The Regional Championship Program Rules 
can be found on the USDF website at www.usdf.org.  Please refer to the 2017 USDF Member Guide for the 
comprehensive list of rules and requirements for this program. 
 

Membership/Registration Requirements for Qualifying and Championships 
Rider: 

 Must have a USDF Participating* Membership (PM) at the time qualifying scores are earned and at the time of the 
championships.   

 Must have a USEF membership (Junior Active, Senior Active, or Life) at the time the qualifying scores are earned and at the 
time of the championships.  

 Horse: 

 Must have a USDF Lifetime Horse Registration (LHR) at the time qualifying scores are earned and at the time of the 
championships.   

 Must have a USEF (Annual or Lifetime) Membership recorded at the time qualifying scores are earned and at the time of 
the championships.  

 USDF horse registration and USEF horse recording must be in the name(s) of the current owner(s) or lessee(s) of record.    

 A horse is not required to have breed registry papers.   
Owner: 

 Must have a USDF membership (PM* or Business Membership (BM)) at the time the qualifying scores are earned and at the 
time of the championships.   

 Must have a USEF membership (Junior Active, Senior Active, or Life) at the time qualifying scores are earned and at the time 
of the championships.  

  * PMs are USDF members who join USDF directly.  USDF Group Members (GM) are ineligible. 
 
Minimum Qualifying Scores:  One set of nationally-standardized qualifying scores has been established for all USEF/USDF Regional 
Championships, for Training Level through Grand Prix, in three divisions:  open, adult amateur and junior/young rider.  FEI Junior and 
FEI Young Rider classes have only one respective division.  Freestyles have only open divisions.   
 
The minimum percentages are as follows: 
     OPEN   AA   JR/YR 
Training Level (Test 3)   68%   63%   63%  
First Level (Test 3)   66%   62%   62%  
Second Level (Test 3)   64%   61%   61%  
Third Level (Test 3)   62%   60%   60%  
Fourth Level (Test 3)   62%   60%   60%  
FEI Junior (Team Test)   —   —   60%  
FEI Young Rider (Team Test)  —   —   60%  
Prix St. Georges    60%   60%   60% 
Intermediate I    60%   60%   60%  
Intermediate II    60%   60%   60%  
Grand Prix    60%   60%   60% 
  
FREESTYLE       OPEN   AA   JR/YR 
First Level    63%   —   — 
Second Level    63%   —   — 
Third Level    63%   —   — 
Fourth Level    63%   —   — 
Intermediate I     63%   —   — 
Grand Prix    63%   __   __ 

http://www.usdf.org/













